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Executive Summary
- There was an immediate ad-hoc response of the international scientific

community to help scholars from universities affected by Russia's war in Ukraine.
Official government-backed funding programmes later allowed the ad-hoc help
offers to be sustainable and stable.

- The #ScienceForUkraine initiative is a grass-root initiative that emerged out of
the desire to help; initially created as a central database for the worldwide offers for
help. Its 133 active volunteers engaged with policy-makers and funding bodies to
improve support to the Ukrainian academic community.

- The website scienceforukraine.eu became a central and well-known hub with a
general database for help listings but also extensive curated link lists for further
help. There were more than 120k visits in the past three months, 12k of which
are reportedly from Ukraine.

- #ScienceForUkraine has many active country groups that flexibly respond to
needs in their geographic area. Collecting information, creating posters for border
stations, mentoring, consulting on how to organise transfers, and engaging with
policy makers are some of the tasks performed by members.

- #ScienceForUkraine is active on all major social networks to be in touch with
both the Western academic community (primarily Twitter and LinkedIn) and the
Ukrainian academic community (mainly Facebook and Telegram); whereas
students are reached mostly via Instagram. The initiative fulfils an important
function by transmitting information from one sphere to the other.

- #ScienceForUkraine recorded well over 2,600 support listings (one listing may be
directed at several scholars). 15% of these were offered by German institutions
(410), followed by French (227) and Polish (183) institutions.
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Introduction
On 24 February 2022, Russia launched an unprecedented military attack on Ukraine,
destroying infrastructure and homes, and causing civilian deaths and injuries across the
country. In a flagrant violation of international law, this large-scale invasion immediately
resulted in a massive flow of refugees, including numerous students and scholars. The
international scientific community reacted swiftly with help offers; several grass-roots
initiatives emerged. One of them being #ScienceForUkraine.

This report aims to document the formation and development of the volunteer grass-roots
initiative #ScienceForUkraine. It provides information on its activities from 26 February to 31
May 2022 in the context of international support initiatives for Ukrainian scientists and
students.

#ScienceForUkraine was launched on 26 February 2022 realising that an immediate
centralised solution for collecting information on support for Ukrainian academic community
would be necessary. Introducing a hashtag and creating a Twitter account it initially aimed to
share information about support offers to the Ukrainian academic community. However, in
these three months, #ScienceForUkraine has rapidly developed into one of the most active
and influential volunteer communities in support of the Ukrainian academic community. It has
established its position as an information aggregating and disseminating node, currently
occupying the first position in Google search when looking for the terms such as international
funding+science (scientists, students)+Ukraine.

To date, #ScienceForUkraine has involved around 133 volunteer researchers and students,
mostly from Europe, but also beyond. An impressive and dedicated volunteer commitment
maintains a database of support offers, distributes information about help opportunities on
five social networks, and collaborates with many scientific, governmental and
non-governmental organisations along with other support initiatives at a national and
international level, including in Ukraine.

This report is divided into four parts: the first part gives a brief overview of the current
situation of the Ukrainian academic community, the second part explains in detail how the
#ScienceForUkraine initiative has developed and how it works, and the third part gives an
overview of the activities of the #ScienceForUkraine initiative at both international and
national level. In the final chapter of the report, we provide a summarising overview and
outlook for the future.

Although #ScienceForUkraine includes representatives in 32 countries, this report provides a
more detailed overview of the initiative's activities in 22 of them. Information on ongoing
efforts in other countries may be added at a later stage. This report, however, does not claim
to cover all the possible information on support initiatives for the Ukrainian academic
community in Europe and beyond. For country overviews, the report includes information
that has been submitted to our database or has come to our attention in the context of
#ScienceForUkraine. It has been prepared by the #ScienceForUkraine team members who
have actively volunteered and followed support initiatives in different countries since the
beginning of Russia's attack on Ukraine. As the war is still ongoing and the situation is
constantly changing, this report should be seen as a record of the first three months of the
war only.
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I The Situation of Ukrainian Academic Community and the
International Response
The impact of the war on higher education and research in Ukraine has been devastating.
Several university buildings have been completely or partially destroyed, about 15% of the
research infrastructure is damaged, including scientific equipment and facilities, research
laboratories, and centres for the collective use of scientific equipment. 32 higher education
institutions have been relocated (MoES, 2022). Many researchers, academic staff and
students have fled. The majority of them, however, remain in Ukraine, trying to study, work
and survive in the uncertain conditions of war. The Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine (MoES) estimates that in 2021, there were around 60,000 researchers and 35,000
support staff in Ukraine, of whom 4,000–6,000 have left the country in the first two weeks of
the war (Polishchuk et al., 2022).

In addition to the destruction of infrastructure and loss of scientists’ lifes, the major
challenges in science reported by the MoES in March 2022 included the suspension of
national funding programmes due to budget sequestration, very difficult conditions for
preparing applications for international science, and innovation support programmes (Spînu
& Ivashchenko, 2022).

Since the first days of the war, an increasing number of universities, research institutions,
and international scientific and academic associations have published condemnatory
statements taking a stand in solidarity and defence of Ukraine (European University
Association, 2022). This was immediately followed by the first offers of practical support to
Ukrainian fellows, which individual researchers, research groups, and institutions started
posting on their websites and social networks, offering temporary hosting, housing and other
kinds of help.

Anticipating an increasingly high flow of refugees, universities especially in Eastern Europe
immediately opened their dormitories to accommodate students, researchers, and their
families. Faculties and institutions with previous contacts were among the first to offer
support and hosting Ukrainian colleagues already in the very first weeks – even before
governmental support programmes were announced. Other universities, notably in Germany,
benefitted from prior experiences and routines to integrate academic refugees related to the
refugee crisis in 2015 and now have restarted or expanded them to include Ukrainian
students arriving in the country. There were even universities (reportedly, e.g., in Estonia,
Germany and Latvia) that started gathering donations or organising events to increase the
budget for support of the Ukrainian academic community.

From the end of February 2022 until mid-April, support initiatives for the Ukrainian scientific
community were dominated by offers from individual institutions. Resources were mostly
found within the existing budgets of these institutions. From April onward, the situation
changed as support offered by institutions directly to Ukrainian researchers was gradually
replaced by indirect forms of support via creating funding opportunities. General funding
programmes and broader support initiatives from national governments and international
organisations, including the European Union, took on an increasingly important role in
providing support for Ukrainian scholars and students (European Commission, 2022a). At
this stage, most of the created financial aid is based on budget relocation. The process of
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gaining new financial means is slow and will require more time to coordinate different
institutions.

Notable immediate examples of general funding programmes include, among several others,
the Philipp Schwartz initiative of the German Humboldt foundation and the French PAUSE
programme. Later they were followed by other general funding programmes launched in
many countries. While several programmes existed before to help scientists in exile (and
their families), their budgets grew considerably and their timelines and application
procedures adapted to the changing situation. Most often, these programmes finance the
position of refugee scientists following an application of the host institution. The legal
requirement is usually only the employment in a Ukrainian research institution as of February
24.

However, not all positions offered for Ukrainian scholars are actually state-sponsored; there
is a considerable amount of positions financed from the resources of institutions.
Additionally, many institutions offer infrastructure, training, courses, and support in applying
for grants.

Legal response followed almost instantaneously. Neighbouring countries, which are
members of the European Union, quickly opened their borders to Ukrainian citizens. In the
European Union, all Ukrainian refugees are granted immediate temporary protection as of
March 4. This includes residence permit, access to the labour market, housing, medical
assistance, and access to education for children (European Commission, 2022b). However,
most countries maintain the fee system for non-EU students transferring from abroad, and
thus acquiring the funds to continue studying remains a challenge for Ukrainian students. In
comparison to other non-EU members with a large developed science system (such as UK,
Switzerland, Canada and the US), the legal status of Ukrainians within the EU simplified
many matters in the hiring process. In other countries refugees need to apply for a visa
before being able to work. Yet, it is still a requirement of holders of temporary protection to
live within the country which issued it.

Most of the support offered to the Ukrainian academic community during the first three
months of the war required Ukrainian scientists to move to other countries for shorter or
longer periods. Yet, under the current National Mobilisation Law in Ukraine, males between
the age of 18 and 60 are not allowed to leave the country (except in certain exceptional
cases), thus the vast majority of fleeing academics are females, many with children. It is
important to note that the decision to flee the country is not an easy one, as one has to leave
behind male members of the family: sons, husbands, fiancees, fathers. It is estimated that
78,000 scientists and innovators remain in Ukraine and require support in the form of virtual
grants and virtual mobility offers (Spînu & Ivashchenko, 2022). For this reason the five
members of the coordinating board of #ScienceForUkraine attempted to alert the
international academic community (Maryl et al., 2022) to not forget “the other groups within
the scholarly system who remain largely neglected and are in a dire need of dedicated
support.” While there have been successful examples of remote opportunities, e.g. virtual
mobility grants offered by COST Action Nep4Dissent and non-residential fellowships at the
Institute for Human Sciences in Austria among several others, remote support for Ukrainian
researchers remains insufficient.
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II The #ScienceForUkraine Initiative

1. Background and Mission
#ScienceForUkraine is a grass-root initiative run by an international community of volunteer
scholars and students since the beginning of Russia’s war in Ukraine. Its mission is to
support the Ukrainian academic community in surviving the war and to help ensure
the continuity of Ukraine's science and strengthen its presence in the international
science arena.

This initiative works in several directions with the following objectives:

First, to collect and disseminate information about support opportunities at the university,
national, and international level for Ukrainian researchers and students. This includes
technical staff affected by the war, by providing assistance in finding suitable positions and
applying for them. Information is collected and aggregated mainly on such types of support
as temporary paid positions, including remote work opportunities, different educational
opportunities, information on special scholarship programmes and general funding schemes,
various cooperation offers and other forms of support such as free office space, access to
research infrastructure, and donation of equipment or mentoring. We also strive to direct
attention to the forms of support most needed by our Ukrainian colleagues.

Second, to monitor the current situation of Ukrainian research, higher education
institutions, and scholars and students (both those in Ukraine and those who have fled), to
closely follow decisions taken by governments and funding agencies, announced support
mechanisms and general funding schemes.

Third, to raise awareness among the international academic community, national
governments, funding bodies, and international organisations of the need to support
Ukrainian scientists and students. Additionally, to organise and promote support and
mentoring activities aimed at enhancing better integration of Ukrainian scientists and
students into the international scientific community.

Fourth, to build partnerships with Ukrainian and international academic institutions,
research organisations, and initiatives supporting scholars at risk in order to leverage impact,
exchange information, and implement joint efforts in support of the Ukrainian academic
community. As well, to liaise with national and European funders and organisations to
provide targeted support for Ukraine’s academic community.

2. A Short Overview of the Initiative’s Development
The #ScienceForUkraine initiative was launched two days after Russia’s attack on Ukraine
on 26 February 2022. It followed COST research network’s Nep4Dissent statement issued
the day before urging policy makers to take a decisive stand and provide funding schemes
supporting Ukrainian researchers to sustain their presence within the European Research
Area. The initiative came into being through the Twitter hashtag #ScienceForUkraine in a
tweet by Sanita Reinsone, Nep4Dissent science communication officer, sharing a position
offered by the Riga Technical University. The aim was to give a common tag to concrete
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offers of support for Ukrainian scientists and students, which started appearing on social
networks the day after the outbreak of the war.

A few hours later, she backed up the distribution efforts with the account @Sci_for_Ukraine.
Its first tweet described the aim of the initiative: “Collecting information and tweeting about
the help universities and research institutions offer to students and researchers from
Ukraine”.

Immediately following the creation of the Twitter account, a website was created showing
active positions on a map. The underlying data was collected by a group of volunteers from
Latvia, many of which are related to the chair of Sanita Reinsone. The website is the most
visible and most important asset of the organisation of #ScienceForUkraine. It has registered
more than 122k distinct visiting users so far.1

With the advent of the first tweet with the #ScienceForUkraine hashtag, more volunteers
offered their help. The initiative adapted a country-centric focus immediately. That is, country
coordinators, which would eventually lead a group of volunteers, would scan the emerging
help offers from their country and import them into the database.

Corresponding organisational structures were put in place. A coordinating board consisting
of three, later four, volunteers and Sanita Reinsone was formed, each member with a
dedicated responsibility: Oleksandra Ivashchenko coordinating outreach to Ukrainian
organisations and scholarly institutions, Maciej Maryl coordinating international community
outreach and responsible for press relations, Michael Rose coordinating the
#ScienceForUkraine team activities, and Matīss Reinfelds being responsible for data
curation and database management.

Figure 1: Organisational structure of #ScienceForUkraine

1 We use Google Analytics to track engagement with the website. As per Google Analytics’ definition,
a user is a device/browser combination. Thus a visitor might be counted multiple times if she uses
different devices or different browsers on the same device.
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Overall, the board’s main mission was twofold: popularise the initiative and extend its scope,
and to assure the infrastructure (communication platform, website) keeps pace with the
growth of the volunteer base and the number of incoming positions. This also includes the
usage of more social media channels. Nowadays, #ScienceForUkraine is active on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn; we maintain a Telegram channel and a YouTube
channel. A dedicated data team curates incoming listings and stands by for correction and
deletion requests. There are several official inboxes, namely for support requests, for data
correction and addition, and additionally several country groups have inboxes as well.

The early focus on country coordinators lend the initiative a high degree of flexibility. Each
country’s response to the crisis was different; some countries put dedicated funding
schemes in place, encouraged universities to take on refugee scientists and/or students, or
lowered the organisational burden to hire Ukrainians. Yet, over time it became clear that not
every country group would face a similar amount of work, and so additional volunteers joined
certain country groups following calls on our social media channels. To date, the Polish and
UK teams are the largest, followed by Germany, Netherlands and France. Other country
groups joined forces to capture neighbouring countries with the similar legal and political
response towards the refugee inflow.

3. Demographics and Motivation of the Volunteers
In total, the initiative counts 133 members that were active on at least two days throughout
the past three months. Half of them joined before March 11, i.e. have been part of the
initiative from its early stages. Nearly two thirds are female.

Figure 2: Broader disciplines of the #ScienceForUkraine volunteers

Note: Pie chart shows the distribution of disciplines of the members of #ScienceForUkraine initiative
that were active on at least two days (N=133). Subject classification according to the Frascati manual

(OECD 2015).

A third of them belong to natural sciences, namely 46 members (Figure 2). The second
largest group is social sciences (38), followed by humanities and the arts (23), medical and
health sciences (18), and engineering and technology (6). The diverse representation of
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volunteers has two advantages: It guarantees a multitude of perspectives of possible needs
and challenges, and it enhances reach through diverse professional networks.

In terms of academic rank, a third of the members are professors, namely 44 (Figure 3).
Students, usually at graduate level, constitute the second largest group (30). It is followed by
postdocs (26) and researchers, i.e. researchers employed at a university (18). 14 volunteers
are working in the non-academic section, usually as scientists.

Figure 3: Academic rank of the volunteers

Note: Pie chart shows the distribution of academic ranks and employment types of the members of
#ScienceForUkraine initiative that were active on at least two days (N=133).

In an internal survey (55 participants) we probed deeper into motivation and time invested in
the initiative. We found respondents are uniformly motivated by the desire to help Ukraine in
this unjust war, but some have an additional rather personal motivation. About 15 volunteers
feel additionally motivated by personal relationships with Ukraine, either via family or
because they are Ukrainians themselves. For few Russians and Belarussian respondents
this reason also applies. About the same number of volunteers feels additionally motivated
because their homeland was historically oppressed by the USSR.

The donated time went down over time, even individually, which also reflects changing
needs. In the end of February 2022 when #ScienceForUkraine was just launched, the
median donated time was at least 10 to 20 hours per week. Structures had to be set up,
workflows to be found, etc. March was the month that saw the highest amount of activity. In
this month, our focus was on lobbying for positions among academic institutions, while still
working with systems that became much less labour-intensive over time. Responding to
many press requests for interviews and commentary, as well as general communication
activities consumed a large amount of time. This helps explain why 6 respondents dedicated
more than 20 hours to the initiative per week. In May when the intensity of international
support decreased significantly in terms of new positions, 43 respondents reported to be
active with a mode reported number of 1–5 hours per week.

While every respondent feels #ScienceForUkraine makes a difference (a few are uncertain
however), about 40% of respondents are in doubt whether they individually make a
difference. This is explained by the often tedious and frustrating work in some countries
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whose research sector does not come up with many help programmes or help offers for
various reasons. Also, because only part of the team is engaged in active communication
with Ukrainian students and scholars who need help. We elaborate on this problem in the
sections of the individual country groups.

4. International Partners
Collaboration with international organisations and institutions is vital for #ScienceForUkraine,
as it helps to disseminate information more effectively in the international science community
and to amplify the impact on policymakers and funders. Additionally, it strengthens the
initiative's position as a bi-directional liaison between the Ukrainian scholarly community and
international academic institutions.

Using the disciplinary expertise of #ScienceForUkraine volunteer researchers, students, and
their professional connections, an internal register of institutions and networks was created.
As of May 2022, the list exceeded 100 institutions, associations, and organisations, both at
national and international level. Under the guidance of outreach coordinator Maciej Maryl, an
outreach workflow and template kit was developed to ensure that the message we spread is
coherent and the activities coordinated, which is useful when contacting different types of
organisations. National coordinators translated the templates and used them to reach out to
local institutions.

The three main groups of the international #ScienceForUkraine partners are:

(1) established organisations and newly emerged initiatives working to help Ukrainian
scholars and students, or scholars and students at risk in general;

(2) international science funding organisations;

(3) international research and academic networks and consortia, often operating within a
specific discipline or geographical or institutional framework.

The way in which cooperation takes place and the role of the partners has changed in three
months. Initially, for the first few weeks, increasing the visibility of #ScienceForUkraine and
thus encouraging the international community to think purposefully about immediate support
for the Ukrainian science community was the main reason to establish partnerships. We
invited partners to inform their networks about #ScienceForUkraine and the need for support
for Ukrainian scientists and students. We also offered to include information about
#ScienceForUkraine and the logo on their websites, thus showing their support for the
#ScienceForUkraine initiative and, most importantly, for Ukrainian colleagues. This practice
was successful as the information was disseminated in networks and consortia of different
size and disciplinary scope, such as AABS, ALLEA, ASEEES, CLARIN, CESSDA, DARIAH,
DHNB, DOAJ, EKLIPSE, ERNEST, EUA, fib, GRLI, MASTS, MCAA, Nep4Dissent,
OPERAS, SEB, SIEF. Among others, the R&D sector also got involved. For example, in the
first week when #ScienceForUkraine was launched, the Clustermarket platform included
information about the initiative in its circular and sent it to their almost 90k users worldwide,
mostly life-sciences researchers. Many other organisations also reached out to us, offering
both their help in disseminating the information and other forms of support.

11

Electronic copy available at: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4139263

https://aabs-balticstudies.org/
https://allea.org/
https://www.aseees.org/
https://www.clarin.eu/
https://www.cessda.eu/
https://www.dariah.eu/
https://dhnb.eu/
https://doaj.org/
https://eklipse.eu/
https://ernest-gpcr.eu/
https://www.eua.eu/issues/32:european-support-to-ukrainian-higher-education-community.html
https://www.fib-international.org/
https://grli.org/
https://masts.ac.uk/
https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/
https://nep4dissent.eu/
https://www.operas-eu.org/projects/
https://www.sebiology.org/
https://www.siefhome.org/
https://www.clustermarket.com/


At a later stage, the cooperation took a more concrete shape. We met with partners who are
also implementing support initiatives to discuss current issues, mutual support opportunities,
and information exchange. Much of the information exchange takes place on social media,
where the unifying element that holds together support for the Ukrainian science community
is the hashtag #ScienceForUkraine. This allows the latest information to be spotted and
smoothly circulated on #ScienceForUkraine social media accounts and partner networks.

Furthermore, #ScienceForUkraine established closer cooperation with some partners
through joint initiatives at both the national and international level. For example, in
cooperation with the Eklipse network, ‘Chance for Science’ and ERA4Ukraine, we organise
open weekly meetings called “Connecting the Scientific Community for Ukraine.”
Workshops, conferences and fundraising campaigns are organised together with MSCA
Alumni, ALLEA and ‘Chance for Science’. In cooperation with the UA.science.reload
initiative, we attempt to identify remote working opportunities.
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III Activities of #ScienceForUkraine
#ScienceForUkraine engages in three core activities: (1) storing information about help offers
in a central place; (2) disseminating them, and (3) helping Ukrainian scholars directly and
individually via email. In the beginning of the initiative, storing the information often meant to
search for offered support which was advertised publicly (mostly on Twitter) and add them to
the database, but over time the focus has shifted towards maintaining and editing the
database as new support offers are mostly submitted by potential hosts themselves. On the
other hand, we offered email support in a more collaborative manner effective mid-March,
diminishing the work burden of members who got contacted individually.

1. Collecting Information about Support Offers
Initially we gathered support offers for the Ukrainian academic community ourselves (i.e.
from Twitter and various other initial attempts for databases), but we soon established a web
form to enable anyone to provide the information themselves. Obtaining information about
and lobbying for more help offers was also the first important task of country groups.

From the beginning on we employed clear and sharp definitions on which help offers to
include and which not. The rationale was to exclude advertisements of academic positions
open to just anyone. A fleeing researcher needs immediate help and not at the end of a 3
months screening process with normal application procedures. This set us apart from other
initial attempts to provide information about help offers in a central place. Although this was
not always possible, as in many countries it is forbidden to write in job adverts that the job is
for a particular group of people even in a situation of crisis. However, such strict selection
was important in the beginning of the initiative, when several hundred submissions were
received each week, some of them rather vague and open to just everybody. Over time, as
the total number of listings decreased and the refugee situation gradually began to stabilise a
little, we also started including support offers that were not exclusively opened for Ukrainians,
but for which they were encouraged to apply. Furthermore, collecting information about other
help offers (not only paid positions) was started. Currently we include listings that fulfil one of
the following criteria:

(1) temporary paid positions, including remote work opportunities;

(2) educational opportunities – academic transfers of students, free study courses, training
workshops or summer schools;

(3) information on special scholarship programmes and general funding schemes on a
national and international level;

(4) cooperation offers, such as joint project writing or other forms of collaboration; and

(5) other forms of support such as free office space, access to research infrastructure,
donation of equipment or mentoring.
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Figure 4: Geographic distribution of listings

Note: The map shows the geographic distribution of all listings ever registered to #ScienceForUkraine
as of the end of May 2022.

As of the end of May, we had more than 2,600 support listings overall (many listings being
about multiple positions, scholarships or study places). While these come from almost all
places with a developed academic system (Figure 4), there is a geographic concentration on
central Europe. Most of the listings (410) are located in Germany, followed by France (227)
and Poland (183).

Table 1: Listings submitted and removed, selected countries

Country Total submitted Listings removed
Germany 410 15%

France 227 7%

Poland 183 12%

Switzerland 162 28%

Italy 142 15%

Spain 133 4%

Austria 130 12%

Canada 122 11%

Czechia 119 13%

United States 115 14%

Other countries 866 0.7%

Total 2609 14%
Note: The table shows ten countries with the most listings submitted and the proportion of listings

withdrawn as of the end of May 2022.
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If people reach out asking to remove a listing, it’s mostly due to the corresponding position
having been filled; other reasons being that the deadline has passed or national funding has
been used up. From the total 2609 submissions made in the first three months, 14% have
been removed or, in some cases, not published in the first place (if the submission did not
fulfil the criteria, vide supra) (Table 1).

Figure 5: Overview of submitted support listings

Note: Weekly new listings online (blue dots, left axis) and total listings online (red squares, right axis).

The number of newly submitted and collected help offers peaked in early March and then
decreased considerably (Figure 5). The only exception is the week around April 10, when
offerings from the ‘ERC for Ukraine’ programme got introduced. This is a problem we already
discussed in Maryl et al. (2022) in a letter to Nature Human Behaviour.

2. Disseminating Information about Support Offers

a) Website scienceforukraine.eu
The central asset of #ScienceForUkraine is the website at scienceforukraine.eu. In the
beginning, it only displayed a map of positions in our database but was soon extended to
provide information in tabular form with various filters for a more precise selection of listings.

The website enjoys a good degree of popularity and is highly ranked. It currently occupies
the first position in Google search when looking for terms such as international
funding+science (scientists, students)+Ukraine. More than 127k visitors (device-browser
combination) have visited the website so far. The highest number of visitors, namely 26k,
originates from Ukraine, followed by Germany (16k), the United States (11k) and Poland
(9k)2. While the number of visits displays a weekly pattern, the same is not true for visits from
Ukraine (Figure 6).

2 For a particular website, Google Analytics records the country of the IP address of the first visit.
Thus, if a Ukrainian researcher visits the website for the first time while in Germany, it will count as a
visit from Germany. If she visited the page before already, each visit will count as a visit from Ukraine,
irrespective of the current country. A visitor is a device-browser combination; thus one scholar visiting
the page on laptop, mobile phone and table will count as three visits.
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Figure 6: Visitors of the website over time

Note: Chart shows the number of visitors over time. A visitor in the definition of Google Analytics is a
device-browser combination.

In addition to collecting information on support offered by academic and research institutions,
#ScienceForUkraine also monitors, collects and disseminates information on national and
international general funding programmes and other support initiatives. This is being done in
two partially overlapping ways: (1) the information is submitted to the #ScienceForUkraine
database and published on the website alongside other support offers. Special funding
schemes in the database can be selected by activating the respective filter. Information on
general support programmes is submitted to the database by both the administrators of the
funding programmes, and also by our volunteers. We update the database regularly: if a
program has expired, it is moved from the database to an archive that is not publicly
accessible. (2) Alongside this, #ScienceForUkraine also curates a list of general funding
opportunities and other types of support, which is published on a special section of the
website. This list is maintained for reference, but unlike the database where only up-to-date
information is available, funding programmes are not removed from this list, even if they have
expired.

While we focused on general funding programmes the most, information was also collected
on other types of support, including free accommodation, social support opportunities, and
academic information centres in different countries. This was particularly important in the
early phase of the war when information was very scattered and chaotic. Later, from April, we
focused more on aggregating information on different types of support specifically for
researchers and students, including mentoring and networking activities.

b) Social Media Channels
#ScienceForUkraine is active on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram, YouTube and
Telegram. Facebook, Instagram and Telegram serve mostly to engage with our Ukrainian
community, while we engage with the international (Western) academic community via
Twitter and LinkedIn.

The first social media account registered in @Sci_for_Ukraine on Twitter. By the end of May
it had about 8.5k followers, 6.5k of which joined within the first three weeks. However, only
3.3% of our followers reported to be located in Ukraine (Figure 7).
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Figure 7: Location of Twitter followers

Note: Figure shows the reported country of Twitter followers of @Sci_for_Ukraine as of the end of May
(N=8,453).

Realising that Ukrainian scholars are more active on social networks other than Twitter, we
started the Facebook page ScienceForUkraine on March 9th. By the end of May, it had
surpassed the 1k follower threshold. Roughly 70% of these followers are based in Ukraine.
We share new listings via these channels, as well as other information relevant for Ukrainian
scholars. Also in mid-March, we started the Telegram channel Science for Ukraine, which is
connected to our Twitter account and shares every tweet. By the end of May it had more than
300 followers, virtually all of which are based in Ukraine.

The interaction between these accounts in conjunction with the website exemplifies an
important, yet unforeseen function of our initiative: as many Western academics see Twitter
as their primary social media, they share help offers predominantly (if not exclusively) there.
However, Ukrainian scholars tend to be more active on other social networks, namely
Facebook and Telegram. Additionally, students are more active on Instagram. Thus,
#ScienceForUkraine acts as a transmission device for relevant information from Twitter to
Facebook and Instagram. The corresponding website solves the problem of intertemporal
availability of this information.

Two other social media channels we’ve been active on are LinkedIn and Instagram. With
close to 600 followers on LinkedIn page #ScienceForUkraine, this social network serves
primarily to stay in contact with the international academic community, especially
decision-makers. Our presence on LinkedIn is thus a very good way to raise awareness for
the problems of the Ukrainian academic community.

Since #ScienceForUkraine lists help offers for students as well, we use our Instagram
account @ScienceForUkraine to primarily communicate study scholarships, workshops and
conferences for Ukrainians and PhD summer schools whose fees are waived for Ukrainians.
Taking advantage of the tools of this platform, we have created a very user-friendly database
where Ukranian scholars can find up-to-date opportunities by simply going through our
personalised Instagram Stories Highlights ‘Country bubbles’. End of May we surpassed the
1k follower threshold.
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The most recent addition is our YouTube channel #ScienceForUkraine, where we upload
videos that may help scientists from Ukraine to apply by standards of the Western science,
as well as we have started a series of success stories .

3. Public Relations
Public outreach and communication is one of the core activities of #ScienceForUkraine. The
main target groups of our communication activities are the following: (1) international
scholarly community; (2) ministries, high level science administrators, EU institutions, funders
on national and international level; (3) Ukrainian academic community. We need to reach
both international audiences and the Ukrainian scientific community equally well. This
requires using different communication strategies and communication objectives: to the
international scientific community we want to convey that Ukrainian colleagues need to be
supported and help can be provided in different ways. We encourage governments, science
administrators and funders to launch funding programmes for support of Ukrainian science,
support institutions willing to host Ukrainian fellows, facilitate admission rules and enable
remote working opportunities. For Ukrainian scientists and students, we aim to communicate
information about the support opportunities available to them.

To make #ScienceForUkraine international science outreach activities as coordinated and
targeted as possible, a dedicated outreach team was formed early on from volunteers under
the leadership of Maciej Maryl. Its tasks were to prepare newsletters for international
partners, press releases3 and content for social media. Additionally, country teams helped to
translate the press releases into different languages and distribute them to their national
media, scientific institutions and government bodies.

Public outreach has the following primary tasks:

First, responding to media requests for interviews or giving commentary or other forms of
assistance in the preparation of articles. #ScienceForUkraine has, partly through the initiators
and the press team, partly through the country groups, appeared in well over 50 articles
mainly in science policy outlets. Most notable international appearances include Nature
News (Gaind et al., 2022), The Verge (Serrano, 2022), and European Science-Media Hub
(Hoffmann, 2022). In the first weeks, international media support was very important for
gaining visibility.

Second, implementing specialised campaigns targeting a particular issue. So far, there have
been two dedicated campaigns:

- #RemoteScienceForUkraine, which drew attention to the existing problem of the
acute need for remote working and the relatively small amount of remote
opportunities. The press release dates from March 28th.

- Campaign encouraging the submission of support offers to the #ScienceForUkraine
centralised database, even if institutions are planning to use general funding
programmes. In this way, we tried to address the significant drop in support offers that
started at the end of April 2022. The press release dates from April 22nd.

3 Available on https://scienceforukraine.eu/#/press.
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For each campaign, a press release is prepared, justifying and explaining the purpose of the
campaign and proposing a number of action points. Each press release is available in
multiple languages and adapted to the context of individual countries where necessary. In
addition, with the help of volunteer designers, we also created a poster to make this
information more visible (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Posters of #ScienceForUkraine campaigns

4. Outreach to the Ukrainian Scientific Community
Few days after the initiative was launched, it became clear that the majority of the
information circulating mostly on Twitter was not really reaching Ukrainian scientists. A
special effort was needed to ensure that this information is disseminated in the most efficient
way. It was also necessary to establish cooperation with Ukrainian governmental and
academic institutions so that information on available support to scholars and students could
also be passed through the institutions. Equally important was to raise awareness for the
support measures most needed by Ukrainian scientists and students.

A major role in reaching out to Ukrainian scientific community is played by the
#ScienceForUkraine team members who are related to Ukraine, know Ukrainian language
and structure of its academic system, but work in academic and research institutions in other
countries. The Ukrainian outreach group, coordinated by Oleksandra Ivashchenko
implemented a task force, identifying contacts of Ukrainian institutions, including on social
networks, and sending them directly information about #ScienceForUkraine, asking to
promote the opportunities offered by the international scientific community to Ukrainian
scientists and to publish this information also on their websites.

#ScienceForUkraine representatives are in regular contact with Ukrainian universities and
research centres, informing about the #ScienceForUkraine activities and discussing the
problems and needs of the Ukrainian scholarly community. The longest and closest
collaboration is with the Council of Young Scientists of the Ministry of Education and Science
of Ukraine, which regularly promotes information about the support available in
#ScienceForUkraine database to its >10k members. Other major cooperation partners
among Ukrainian institutions include the National Academy of Science of Ukraine (NAS),
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv (KNU) and Kyiv Academic University (KAU). At
the same time, the #ScienceForUkraine collaborates with two Ukraine- and one
German/Ukraine-based non-profit organisations, being the Ukrainian Global University
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(UGU), UAScience.Reload and the German-Ukrainian Academic Society (the UKRAINE
network).

Through its outreach team members, #ScienceForUkraine has participated in several panel
discussions and provided information on the current situation in Ukraine, as well as helped to
establish direct communication channels with Ukrainian partners. This includes (among other
meetings) participation in meetings of the Science in Exile, the Committee on Human Rights’
at the US National Academy of Sciences, the Panel on Ukraine during Inspire Europe-PSI
Stakeholder Forum (May 10–11, Berlin), Career cafés of the Polonium Network (May 30,
online), as well as organisation of the Ukraine special focus session in collaboration with the
MoES of Ukraine at the MCAA Annual Conference (March 26–27, Lisbon and online).

In cooperation with the Council of Young Scientists of MoES, UGU, KAU and the KNU,
#ScienceForUkraine carried out a survey on the needs of Ukrainian academic institutions at
the end of April 2022. It resulted in 40 responses from 36 different universities or research
institutes of the NAS of Ukraine. It was clear from the survey responses that Ukrainian higher
education institutions are already considering medium- and long-term perspectives and need
not only infrastructure renewal but also support for cooperation with scientific institutions in
other countries, both for enhancing the international capacity of Ukrainian scientists and for
the implementation of joint research projects and academic exchange programmes.

Feedback from the Ukrainian academic community is also gathered at the regular open
weekly meetings “Connecting the Scientific Community for Ukraine” organised by Eklipse in
collaboration with #ScienceForUkraine, ‘Chance for Science’ and ERA4Ukraine since 13
April 2022.

The response received from the Ukrainian scientific community has a major and direct impact
on what #ScienceForUkraine focuses on its public communication and activities. Individual
support requests from universities also help us understand how to make the most of
#ScienceForUkraine and where it needs to develop. If the focus so far has been to act as a
collector of information from the international academic community and to pass it on to
Ukrainians, we are now seeing the reverse process – an increasing need to communicate to
the international research community the calls for cooperation from Ukrainian research
institutions.

5. Support and Assistance Requests
Initially we listed contact details of country coordinators online to be reachable primarily for
press inquiries and adding help offers. However, a third group quickly became more
dominant, namely Ukrainians seeking help of various kinds. Many volunteers have in the first
weeks answered questions by Ukrainians asking for help finding suitable positions. Several
country groups report on this below.

To handle all support requests efficiently and in a coordinated and collaborative manner, we
introduced a central inbox attached to a ticket management system. To date, 350 requests
have been dealt with by a dedicated group of about 20 #ScienceForUkraine volunteers by
this system alone. This adds to the numerous requests dealt with by country coordinators
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before the set-up of this system as well as ca. 100 on all the social media channels. In total,
1,000 answered individual support requests by Ukrainians is a fair estimate.

Most of the help requests originate from Ukrainians, only few help requests from
non-Ukrainians. Around ⅓ of all respondents seeking help are students. Common questions
relate to finding positions/study options matching a particular research or study focus
(independent of the available listings). Here we seek to provide assistance, tapping into our
volunteer base which is well diversified both geographically and subject-wise. Yet
#ScienceForUkraine is not providing mediation in establishing contacts with potential host
institutions nor engages in match-making. Our volunteers give tailored advice to Ukrainian
students and scholars on which listings might be most relevant for them, which general
funding programmes they could use and where to find further help.

In addition, #ScienceForUkraine mentoring teams have been set up in several countries,
such as Poland and the UK, to help Ukrainian scientists and students interested in applying
for opportunities in these countries.

6. Country Group Activities
#ScienceForUkraine country groups are the cornerstone of the initiative as they flexibly
respond to needs in their geographic area. Although #ScienceForUkraine includes
representatives in 32 countries, this chapter provides a more detailed overview of the
initiative's activities in 22 of them. Information on ongoing efforts in other countries may be
added at a later stage. In country overviews, we do not not claim to cover all the possible
information on support initiatives for the Ukrainian academic community in Europe and
beyond. They are primarily focused on information that has been submitted to our database
or has come to our attention in the context of #ScienceForUkraine.

a. Belgium

Belgium has a complex (and partly fragmented) political and academic landscape: Divided
into two major linguistic communities, the Belgian higher education system consists of 11
publicly funded universities (5 on the Flemish side, 6 on the Francophone side) and is
managed by two separate administrative and decision-making bodies. This makes it rather
difficult to successfully undertake actions and initiatives targeted at the decision-makers
involved. After a series of fruitless attempts to make general funding bodies such as FNRS
and FWO commit themselves to further action as far as Ukraine-related funding programs
are concerned, the Belgian branch of #ScienceForUkraine decided to escalate their concerns
to the highest academic decision-making level, namely the group of eleven Belgian rectors
gathered in the Flemish Interuniversity Council (VLIR) and the Conference of Rectors (CRef).

The Conference of Rectors sent out letters to the most important Belgian – both
Francophone and Flemish – ministers involved (including Pierre-Yves Dermagne, Thomas
Dermine and Ben Weyts), with the request to foresee an additional budget for refugee
scholars from Ukraine, but these demands did not meet their approval.

Another obstacle the Belgian team, coordinated by Kris van Heuckelom, faced during the
past few months is the fact that the administrative, fiscal and legal regulations currently
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existing in Belgium make it practically impossible to create paid remote opportunities for
Ukrainian scholars. Finally, it should be mentioned that Belgium’s linguistic reality –
combined with a legislative framework that hampers the teaching of academic programs in
other languages than Dutch and French – makes it rather difficult to integrate Ukrainian
students in our BA and MA programs (there is, for instance, no English-language medical
degree program in Belgium).

Over the past three months, most of the Belgian universities have been actively involved in
offering various forms of assistance, help and support to displaced Ukrainian scientists and
students (temporary accommodation, employment, access to research and learning facilities,
etc.). In total, dozens of research groups and institutions across the country – including some
private R&D facilities – have advertised around 70 positions and programs through the
#ScienceForUkraine network, many of which are open for more than one researcher.
However, with the exception of KU Leuven, most universities decided not to collect job
offerings for Ukrainian scholars on a separate website, but to advertise them on the
institution’s regular jobsite (or by referring to the #ScienceForUkraine database).

Most of the offered positions are temporary – ranging from 6 to 24 months – and are typically
situated in the field of STEM (including biomedical sciences), with a prominent focus on
laboratory work. Strikingly, human sciences – such as political sciences, theology and history
– are much less present in the listings. What is more, partly as a consequence of the more
substantial financial, administrative and material resources at their disposal, some of the
larger Belgian universities – such as KU Leuven and Ghent University on the Flemish side
and UC Louvain and ULB on the Francophone side – have managed to be more active in
developing support actions and programs for refugees from Ukraine. Ghent University, for its
part, decided to reach out to Ukrainian scholars via a dedicated job website for refugee
scholars. The Royal Academy of Science, Letters and Fine Arts of Belgium, in turn, has
launched four Special Prizes (€20,000 each) for researchers or artists of Ukrainian or
Russian origin directly affected by the war.

Most institutions try to strike a balance between offering a general support framework and a
tailor-made approach (that serves to address the specific needs of Ukrainian scholars and
students who found refuge in a particular Belgian city or region). Over the past three months,
the Belgian branch of #ScienceForUkraine has managed to play a mediating and facilitating
role in at least some of these cases (for instance, by putting Ukrainian refugees in touch with
the right people and institutions).

b. Brazil

Brazil is home of the largest Ukrainian community in Latin America. Most of them live in the
state of Paraná (south of Brazil). The #ScienceForUkraine team in Brazil has been working
on disseminating information in online channels on opportunities in Brazilian institutions. The
Research Foundations of the States of Paraná (Fundação Araucária), São Paulo (FAPESP),
Rio de Janeiro (FAPERJ), and Pernambuco (FACEPE) have open calls for applications to
research opportunities, allowing researchers affiliated to Brazilian institutions to invite and
receive Ukrainian academics, who were forced to flee their homeland.
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The #ScienceForUkraine in Brazil, represented by Lucas Guimarães Abreu has been in
constant contact with Brazilian scientists as well as national institutions and their
representatives interested in hosting Ukrainian researchers. Academics and researchers
affiliated to Federal University of São Paulo (UNIFESP), University of São Paulo (USP),
Federal University of Paraná (UFPR), the Midwestern Paraná State University
(UNICENTRO), Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ), Rural Federal University of Rio
de Janeiro (UFRRJ), Federal University of Pampa (UNIPAMPA), Federal University of Viçosa
(UFV), and Federal University of Vale do São Francisco (UNIVASF) have already showed
their willingness to offer positions to scientists from Ukraine.

c. Canada
The Canada team, directed by Brokoslaw Laschowski, was one of the earliest national teams
for the #ScienceForUkraine initiative. Canada has longstanding ties to Ukraine, having the
third-largest diaspora of Ukrainians outside of Ukraine and Russia: There are approximately
1.4M Ukrainian-Canadians, with the majority living in Alberta and Ontario. Between January
1st and May 22nd, 2022, more than 35,000 Ukrainians arrived in Canada as a result of
Russia’s aggression and the preceding preparation. Many of these came via the accelerated
Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel (CUAET) measures. Through this
mechanism, Ukrainian nationals are being prioritised for visitor visas (and work and study
permits) valid for up to three years.

Under the leadership of the Government of Canada, the three main funding agencies – the
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR); the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada (NSERC); and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada (SSHRC) – have established the Special Response Fund for Trainees
(Ukraine). These programs provide financial support via stipend or salary for a maximum of
12 months to graduate students and postdoctoral fellows from Ukraine (i.e., up to 20k CDN
for master’s students; 25k CDN for PhD students; and 45k CDN for postdoctoral fellows).

#ScienceForUkraine was instrumental in disseminating, for example, the summer programs
hosted by the Department of Computer Science at the University of Toronto and the Vector
Institute for Artificial Intelligence, as well as the University of Waterloo and the Waterloo
Artificial Intelligence Institute. Over 60 Ukrainian students have already begun these summer
programs, which allow students to continue their education via classroom learning and gain
paid-work experience in research laboratories. As another example, with the support of a
3.2M CDN donation by the Temerty Foundation, the University of Toronto is welcoming more
than 200 Ukrainian students and up to five visiting professors via an exchange program with
the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy (KMA).

d. Czechia
A team for Czechia joined #ScienceForUkraine shortly after the initiative was established.
The team consists of 2 members, Martin Víta and Anna Kratinová who mainly disseminate
info about opportunities of advertising offers for Ukrainian researchers and scientists at
scienceforukraine.eu portal and informally spread information about #ScienceForUkraine to
Czech authorities including the office of the Minister of Science, Research and Innovation of
the Czech Republic.
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The initial response of the Czech authorities, research institutions, universities and other
relevant initiatives was immediate. Already on February 25th, an advisory body to the Czech
Government started discussions which led to a recommendation that the Czech Government
should ensure the necessary access of Ukrainian scientists and their family members to
health care, social and material security, access to the labour market, education, etc. Also on
February 25, the initial version of a job board focused on Ukrainian scientists, researchers
and academic staff was launched www.researchjobs.cz/ua. Soon thereafter, the Technology
agency of the Czech Republic, which is the leading public provider of funding of applied
research in the country, prepared an opportunity to modify (increase) the budget of ongoing
projects in case the investigators are able to employ Ukrainian researchers. Similar approach
was used also by the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic (GACR) – a public body which
supports basic/fundamental research. On top of that, the Czech Academy of Sciences
administers a program for fellowships to university students, postdoctoral researchers and
scientists working in Ukraine.

Nowadays, all Czech public universities have special information sites within their main
websites for Ukrainian public. The vast majority of universities’ web sites have the link to
Ukrainian help directly on their homepages. As a unique type of help for Ukraine, we would
like to highlight a high quality web translation service (UA-CZ) developed rapidly at the
Institute of Formal and Applied Linguistics of Charles University.

As for students, all public universities (as well as 2 non-university public higher education
institutions) started contributing to help Ukrainian students located in the country as well as
offering help for Ukrainian scientists located in Ukraine. The offers have included PhD
opportunities, academic jobs, accommodation of refugees at student dormitories, language
courses, special stipends etc. The help also included special opportunities for Ukrainian
potential PhD candidates in Czechia to solve the period between application to PhD program
and the start of their PhD study.

The total number of jobs and other offers which have been advertised on
ScienceForUkraine.eu from Czechia is 119, the current (on May 31) number of online offers
is 104. The number of ads already removed is 15. However, it should be considered as a
lower bound, since a non trivial number of offers was intended for more individuals (PhD
students, for instance).

e. Finland
The #ScienceForUkraine Finland group consists of two members, Annina Lattu and Katri
Mäkinen-Rostedt. In March, the Finnish coordinators disseminated knowledge about the
initiative, consulted and helped the Finnish institutions to offer support and made sure that all
different support offered, can be found in the #ScienceForUkraine database. Coordinators
also advised individual scholars fleeing from Ukraine about Finnish support opportunities and
disseminated #ScienceForUkraine flyers to reception centres (Helsinki, Tampere, Turku,
Pori) and the Ukrainian community in Finland.

In April, besides continuing the aforementioned tasks the coordinators contacted the Finnish
Immigration Services for disseminating #ScienceForUkraine flyers to all reception centres
accommodating Ukrainians. Also, a remote work press release to Finnish stakeholders (e.g.
YAF, TSV, Finnish Academy of Sciences and Letters) was disseminated. In May,
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communications to Ukrainians were coordinated with the Ministry of Education and Culture,
and Finnish National Agency for Education (EDUFI). National coordinators also presented
#ScienceForUkraine at a Scholars at Risk (SAR) Finland meeting. In Finland the Finnish
Ministry of Education and Culture (MEC) and EDUFI together with the Rectors’ Council for
Finnish Universities, Universities Finland (UNIFI), The Rectors’ Conference of Finnish
Universities of Applied Sciences (Arene), and SAR Finland, coordinate their plans and
support for Ukrainian students and researchers.

Finnish academic organisations have been eager to help students and researchers fleeing
the war in Ukraine. As of the end of May, in total 56 listings had been registered to the
scienceforukraine.eu database. 42 listings were targeted for researchers and 14 for students.
The most active university was the University of Helsinki and the most active were the
research groups in the field of natural sciences. Most typically the support for researchers
was a work contract of over 3 months funded by the research group. Durations of the
contracts varied.

f. France
The #ScienceForUkraine France team has 3 members: the two coordinators, Iryna Gozhyk
and Olivier Morin, joined #ScienceForUkraine in the beginning of March, Zhanna
Santybayeva, also a member of Femmes & Sciences initiative, joined #ScienceForUkraine in
April. From the early days of #ScienceForUkraine, the French team has been focusing their
activities on dissemination of #ScienceForUkraine through their professional network in
France and Europe. It reached out to funding/supporting institutions (e.g., PAUSE Program,
ANR, Academie des sciences, Femmes & Sciences) and hosting institutions (CNRS, various
universities and schools). Most fruitful was the communication with journalists, which resulted
in many press articles about or mentioning #ScienceForUkraine, such as L’Étudiant (Raffin,
2022), EducPros, Libération, Science et Avenir, and others.

In France, there is a centralised organisation of financial support for refugee scholars based
on the governmental PAUSE Program. PAUSE (Programme national d’Accueil en Urgence
des Scientifiques en Exil) was launched in 2017 and is managed by the College de France.
Initially, the PAUSE program was designed as a one-year grant for institutions willing to host
a refugee scholar. The grant application required among other things a solid research
project, prepared jointly by the institution and the scholar. On March 2nd, PAUSE adapted its
conditions, deadlines and regularities to enable French institutions to host a scholar whose
life had been impacted by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This includes simplified
paperwork compared to a standard PAUSE grant, and a 3-month salary (normally, only up to
60% of the institution’s expenses could be covered by such a grant system). By the end of
April, there were more than 300 applications. The Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR,
main institution for distribution of research grants in France) has opened a PAUSE-ANR
program on April 13, allowing to hire for up to 6 month a Ukrainian refugee scholar on an
ongoing ANR grant by providing additional financial support to grant holders.

Because of this centralised effort, the French team dedicated most of its focus on
encouraging potential host institutions to add their offers to the #ScienceForUkraine
database in order to gain visibility among Ukrainian refugee scholars.
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The team has also provided individual advice to both hosting institutions and refugee
scholars, identified additional information of interest for refugee scholars and students
(websites and associations providing help in housing, legal support, jobs in the industry).
Based on this experience, the French team has also focused on the challenge of matching
the needs of the Ukrainian research community with existing and future possibilities in
France.

The most urgent example of this was, and remains, a need for remote work. Currently it is
impossible in France to hire non-residents remotely due to legal issues. An additional
limitation is an age cap of 65 for new hires. There are further practical difficulties in hosting
research teams rather than individual scholars, although an established team is more
productive together rather separately, especially in an alien environment and after fleeing
from war.

Regarding assistance to Ukrainian students, the French team collaborates closely with the
Ukrainian Global University in France (coordinated by Olena Havrylchyk), which has been
doing incredible work in identifying, promoting and even creating opportunities for Ukrainian
students in France. A central challenge is the language barrier, because historically very few
English-speaking programs exist and the majority of those are at Master level studies. Yet,
several French universities plan to slightly lower the language level requirements (B1) and
propose intensive summer courses.

Finally, the team is in contact with the Comité des Scientifiques pour l’Ukraine  at Académie
des Sciences which was launched on April 5. This committee aims to help the Ukrainian
scientific community (including assistance to researchers in exile and those who stayed in
Ukraine) and to assist the teachers and professors from Ukraine with children.

g. Germany
The German science system is among the most active supporters of Ukrainian academics
fleeing the war; to date most listings recorded in #ScienceForUkraine database are related to
a German institution (more than 400 after three months). This is also necessary given the
country’s popularity among Ukrainians: according to the DAAD and the German Rectors'
Conference, “up to 100,000 Ukrainian students and researchers are expected to come to
German universities” (DAAD & HRK, 2022). The integration and university preparation
programs the German universities had established for refugees during the refugee crisis in
2015, and the experiences gained during this time, helped in formulating a swift and strong
answer. These programs were restarted or expanded to include Ukrainian students arriving
in the country.

The #ScienceForUkraine database for Germany is extensive, but by no means includes all
support offers in the country. It is also important to note, that as positions for researchers
have been the main focus of the initiative, other support offers (e.g., scholarships) or general
funding programmes are submitted to the database less actively. The majority (over 200) of
the active support offers at the end of May were related to natural sciences.

Thus lobbying for more positions was not necessary, and a large part of the Germany team’s
work was dedicated to keep support offers up-to-date, to follow up with contact persons in
case information is missing, and to expand the database. The team was initially led by Anna
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Severin and later by Marina Pelepets. It currently consists of four members: David Grüning,
Christian Hauschke, Leo Schmallenbach, and Olga Sigalova with #ScienceForUkraine
volunteers from other teams often providing their expertise or advice as many of them work
or used to work in German universities.

For research groups without their own funding, it has been common to offer assistance with
applying for general funding. Most important examples include the Philipp Schwartz initiative
by the Humboldt Foundation, the Walter Benjamin Programme for refugee researchers of the
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG), and an initiative of the Volkswagen Foundation.
Such funding has been particularly important as evidenced by the large demand for the
Philipp Schwartz initiative: the Humboldt Foundation announced that this round almost
quintupled the number of nominations to 240, including 171 from Ukraine, launched an
extension of the regular round of applications for the Philipp Schwartz Initiative, and secured
the additional funding provided by the private sector (e.g., Carl Zeiss foundation, Gerda
Henkel Foundation and Springer Nature publishing group). On top of that, individual
universities started gathering donations to increase the budget for support.

When it comes to assisting undergraduate students, free tuition in state universities and
relatively low life-costs makes Germany attractive for students looking to resume or continue
their education. The only federal state where non-EU students need to pay tuition fees,
Baden-Württemberg, waived them for Ukrainian students. This is why the
#ScienceForUkraine database includes few academic transfer programmes for Ukrainian
students, as they are not necessary: the German government has announced that Ukrainian
students (who fall under the temporary protection status) will be able to get state funding for
students (BAföG) covering living expenses.

This is not to say that there are no challenges. Similar to most European countries, few
Bachelor’s programs in Germany are offered in English (mostly in private universities, some
of which have introduced scholarships for Ukrainian students). Usually, pupils from certain
foreign schools and who have not attended a university before are required to attend a
preparatory course (Studienkolleg) for two semesters. But the German government allowed
Ukrainian school graduates to start this Studienkolleg or continue their degree in a German
university without a school leaving certificate.

As is the case for all other countries, most funding programmes target researchers who are
already in Germany or can move to the country. For German listings in #ScienceForUkraine
database, only 20 support offers have been labelled as qualifying for remote work; out of
them, only 2 research groups confirmed that they can hire applicants staying in Ukraine
using consultancy contracts (“Honorarvertrag”).

While many principal investigators are open to having colleagues working remotely from
Ukraine, German university administrations often require researchers to sign the contract in
person or be registered in the German social system; scholarships too often require being
present in the country. Thus, the introduction of the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD) funding scheme “Digital Ukraine: Securing Academic Success in Times of Crisis” is
an important advancement in supporting scholars and students staying in Ukraine. The
scheme promotes the joint implementation of virtual learning offers by Ukrainian and German
universities; its deadline has been recently extended from the end of May to the 20th of June.
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According to our information, received from the DAAD officials, this kind of grant is the only
legal way for the DAAD to support institutions and scholars in Ukraine. It works as follows: a
German institution receives the grant and then transfers a part of the funding to their
Ukrainian partner. In the recent weeks, #ScienceForUkraine team referred several Ukrainian
universities to this scheme and helped them look for German university partners.

The big part of the German team work is the communication with individual researchers and
students who moved or are planning to move to Germany, helping them to navigate the
#ScienceForUkraine database and existing support offers. The team also assists Ukrainian
universities’ representatives looking for German cooperation partners by providing university
contacts and information about the funding schemes. The team also communicated the
challenges Ukrainian researchers are facing to the Alliance of Science Organisations in
Germany (Allianz der Wissenschaftsorganisationen) lobbying for more remote opportunities.

#ScienceForUkraine Germany cooperates with other support initiatives in Germany such as
UKRAINET and ‘Chance for Science’. UKRAINET, the German-Ukrainian Academic Society,
is an NGO with the main aim of fostering academic cooperation between Germany and
Ukraine. After the start of the war, it became active in supporting Ukrainian students and
researchers affected by the Russian invasion. ‘Chance For Science’ is an initiative by the
University of Leipzig bringing together refugee and German scientists and students along
with an overview of support offers. On April 22, ‘Chance For Science’ organised an online
conference for academics affected by the war in Ukraine which team members participated
in.

h. Italy
Initially, the #ScienceForUkraine team in Italy, which consists of Eleonora Losiouk and
Marcin Bartosiak, focused on disseminating information about the initiative among Italian
research institutions. Italian support initiatives were not centrally coordinated. Rather, they
were often the result of spontaneous responses to the situation. The first wave of support
included declarations of help from many Italian universities, as well as waived fees for
Ukrainian students. Following this, many universities, research institutes, and individual
scholars holding research grants offered temporary positions for Ukrainian scholars. To give
it a more systematic approach, the team contacted all 67 public universities in Italy and
posted information about #ScienceForUkraine on specialised scientific forums. Furthermore,
it promoted the initiative in national and local media, including Rai TGR Leonardo (Cestino,
2022) and Rai3 Radio Science – national TV and Radio broadcasts dedicated to science and
research (Fulci, 2022).

As of 18 May, the #ScienceforUkraine database includes 114 active support offers in Italy
(and 16 expired). Regarding the Italian academic scene, 42 universities managed to offer
support in various forms, with 23 offers coming from the North, 12 from the Center, and 5
from the South of Italy.

The main challenge was the bureaucratic procedures – Italian law does not allow any
discrimination or privileged position in recruitment by public institutions (like most Italian
research institutions), even under emergency conditions. Thus, initially many support offerors
struggled to find the right legal framework to offer positions for Ukrainian scholars without
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violating Italian administrative regulations. For these reasons, the initial support was often
offered by individual scholars holding research grants, NGOs, or private firms having more
flexibility on hiring procedures. Later, these offers were also followed by public universities
and other research centres. Thus the team focused on answering ad-hoc requests from
supporting institutions, i.e., answering questions about bureaucratic procedures, finding
specific information, etc.

On the national level, on 27 February, the Ministry of University and Research announced a
special fund of 500k EUR (later increased to 1 million euros), dedicated to helping Ukrainian
students and scholars and supporting their activities in Italy. However, as of 18 May, the
Ministry has not specified how research institutions can use the fund, stating that “the relative
methods of use will be defined by a Decree of the Minister of University and Research.” On
the other hand, starting on 30 March, the Ministry opened a helpdesk, offering dedicated
support for research institutions and providing assistance on the inclusion of Ukrainian
scholars in the Italian system of higher education and research. It also listed currently active
support initiatives offered by Italian universities. Besides the Ministry of University and
Research, on 22 March, the National Research Council announced 66 scholarships for
Ukrainian students and scientists of various specialisations. As of 18 May, 7 calls for
applications have been published by the Council. The Italian team closely monitors the
situation.

i. Ireland
In Ireland, #ScienceForUkraine closely collaborates with the national academy, the Royal
Irish Academy. It appointed the local national coordinator of #ScienceForUkraine, Luke Drury,
as its spokesperson on Ukraine and initiated two activities.

Firstly it contacted all relevant national funding agencies and the ministry of Higher Education
and Research to try and get a coordinated national response. Secondly it launched a
mentoring scheme to pair members of the Academy with displaced Ukrainian academics.
The first activity information from #ScienceForUkraine was of great value in providing realistic
estimates of numbers and needs as well as links to organisations in Ukraine. The situation
now is that Ireland has a single national “clearing desk” for all displaced third level Ukrainian
students and academics arriving in Ireland based in Maynooth University and the national
funding agencies have all announced top-up grants to enable existing award holders to take
on Ukrainian researchers.

j. Latvia
In early March, the Young Scientists' Association of Latvia committed to coordinate the
#ScienceForUkraine initiative in Latvia. The team is led by Ieva Weaver and it consists of ten
people, including #ScienceForUkraine initiator Sanita Reinsone, data curation coordinator
Matīss Reinfelds, as well as Elīna Gailīte, Justīne Jaudzema, Uldis Ķirsis, Ilze
Ļaksa-Timinska, Sandis Sauka, Arturs Skutelis, Liene Spruženiece, Antra Upeniece
representing different research institutions. In addition to the activities carried out specifically
in Latvia, the main tasks of the Latvian team have also been maintaining
#ScienceForUkraine data infrastructure, curating the Twitter account and building the initial
website.
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As of the end of May 2022, support for Ukrainian researchers and students is offered by 14
research institutes and other research institutions in Latvia. In total, 33 support offers from
Latvia have been included in the #ScienceForUkraine database during the first three months.
Most of them are Riga based, where most higher education and research institutions are
concentrated, but there are also support offers from universities located in Jelgava and
Valmiera.

Funding for these positions are provided through the state-sponsored grants and from the
resources of institutions. Some institutions offer infrastructure and other support for Ukrainian
researchers as well. There is also considerable help towards students fleeing Ukraine.
Currently, 6 higher education institutions in Latvia are ready to admit students from Ukraine in
all study levels in a wide range of disciplines. Offers are varied. Some universities offer
state-funded scholarships in addition to the state-funded studies. Additional support is offered
in some cases such as accommodation.

Through the initial phase, the efforts of Latvia's team have been focused on active
communication with the representatives of universities and institutes to urge them to use the
#ScienceForUkraine platform, centralise the information and share experiences. Three
e-mail and media campaigns have been organised to urge Latvian universities and institutes
to declare their support on their webpages and the #ScienceForUkraine database.

The team's efforts are coordinated with the Ministry of Education and Science, Ukrainian
support centres and other stakeholders such as the State Education Development Agency
and Euraxess Latvia. The team presented the initiative in several government-organised
meetings for the representatives of universities and institutes, as well as for the President of
Latvia and his advisors. The #ScienceForUkraine initiative has also been covered in the
media, mostly by the largest public broadcasters – Latvian Television (Lesīte, 2022), Latvian
Radio (Kropa & Lāce, 2022), and the national news portal lsm.lv.

The team carried out a follow-up correspondence with the institutions included in the
#ScienceForUkraine database to get to know their situation and challenges. Finally the team
visited the Central Support Center for the Residents of Ukraine and the “Common Ground”
centre to initiate collaboration and information exchange.

A short-term funding program for Ukrainian refugee students and scholars was announced at
the end of March by the Ministry of Education and Science allowing research institutions to
host Ukrainian colleagues by the end of August 2022. Worth mentioning, that the government
acted very decisively and quickly in adopting this support programme. Unfortunately,
#ScienceForUkraine attempt to include remote work possibilities in the legislative framework
was too late. Also despite the #ScienceForUkraine team’s effort in spreading the word of this
opportunity, only a couple of new support offers from Latvian research institutions were
submitted after the launch of the funding programme.

The conclusion is that the #ScienceForUkraine platform as well as social media profiles and
webpages of the universities and institutes are not used actively enough to declare help
offers and advertise the state grant programs. Yet, Latvian institutions and individual
researchers are known to communicate with Ukrainian colleagues directly using previous
contacts to provide help and support.
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Thus, in May, the team reoriented the efforts to mentorship and consultations, helping
individual Ukrainian researchers and students directly (e.g., to find and communicate with the
possible matching institutions, practical issues concerning accommodation, etc.). A central
issue is the limitations of the state-mandated grants: applicants need to prove that they are
not receiving any salary or grant somewhere else, remote work is not supported, and
importantly Ukrainians can’t apply for the funding program before coming to Latvia.

k. Luxembourg
In Luxembourg, there is only one university, the University of Luxembourg (UL), one key
funding agency, the Luxembourg National Research Fund (FNR), and several individual
research centres. While in this setting coordination and advertising costs are considerably
lower than for other countries, it also poses special challenges.

Thus February, March and part of April, the #ScienceForUkraine team in Luxembourg, led by
Marten Düring, focused on promoting Science for Ukraine as an information broker for
research positions and researcher needs within the Luxembourgish research landscape, on
securing the endorsement of #ScienceForUkraine by national research institutions, on
preparing first fellowship programmes and on disseminating information about these
opportunities. In Luxembourg support activities for Ukrainian researchers and students are
for the most part initiated and financed by the university, the FNR and individual research
centres and complemented by non-institutional volunteer initiatives. Research-related
support includes 6-month visiting fellowships with allowances for living expenses and
accommodation for PhD students, postdocs and professors financed by the University of
Luxembourg and distributed across its faculties. For students, the university offers both the
option of regular enrollment and access to courses without enrollment (“auditeurs libres”).
Most of Luxembourg’s interdisciplinary research centres have also offered fellowship
positions, financed by their internal budgets.Luxembourgish research institutions are offering
psychological (by UL) and financial support alongside mentoring partnerships and
forthcoming informal networking events. Unfortunately, national legislation forbids the
financing of remote work.

In a second phase, the team’s focus shifted to the practical organisation of fellowships,
research grants and students including the provision of accommodation, legal prerequisites
for employment, insurance, temporary protection status etc. In this phase falls the creation of
regular online meetings with representatives of all Luxembourgish research institutions to
exchange experiences and new information. The FNR has set up two programmes to
support Ukrainian researchers, limited to PhD level and above: First, principal investigators
of already FNR-funded projects can apply for an additional position for researchers in their
team, limited to 6 months full time employment with an overall budget of 1M EUR. So far 10
grants have been made available. Second, 5 grants for Ukrainian senior researchers are
earmarked as part of the INTER Mobility programme. Proposals to both programmes
undergo a fast-track evaluation to ensure short processing times.

There are two special challenges the team dealt with. One is the linguistic reality and the
other is the tight housing market. There are three official languages in Luxembourg, namely
Luxembourgish, French and German, but English is very widespread too. This
multilingualism is also reflected in academic teaching and research. In an effort to help
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Ukrainian researchers and students adjust to this environment, the university’s National
Language Institute and volunteers offer intensive language courses in French and German.
Because of the country’s small size and high-price housing market, refugees had to rely on
accommodation offers collected by the Red Cross and Caritas; for short term
accommodation, refugees had to rely on volunteer offers.

We are currently in a third phase which focuses on consolidation: the integration of
researchers within Luxembourg (networking events, mentoring), and the identification of
future needs. As of now, there is no certainty regarding future funding opportunities which will
need to be determined based on the evolving situation in Ukraine.

l. The Netherlands
The Dutch team is led by Oleksandra Ivashchenko and currently consists of 9 active
members from all over the country, including Nataliia Beregova, Cristina Bernal-Martinez,
Irene Hernandez-Giron, Ekaterina Kutafina, Fijs van Leeuwen, Maarten van Meerbeek,
Taichi Ochi and Jon Sanjen. The team's focus is on lobbying to target various institutions for
positions and to encourage the creation of new support initiatives across the country. As the
team stands in very close contact with all of the 14 Dutch universities and several private
sector actors, six volunteers act as a stable point of contact.

From the beginning, the team was in close contact with various actors in the national science
landscape, in particular in the biomedical sphere (because most volunteers relate to this
field). This includes ESMI, EANM, ESR, EFOMP, the major academic job database in the
Netherlands called “Academic transfer”, the recent initiative AcademicsNLForUkraine.

Furthermore, the initiative was promoted in national and local media, including the Leidsch
Dagblad (de Vries, 2022) and BNR (Meinders, 2022). The NGs Ukrainian in the Netherlands
Foundation, which is coordinated in collaboration with the Embassy of Ukraine in the
Netherlands, and the most popular national resource for Ukrainian refugees,
www.refugeehelp.nl, also lists #ScinceForUkraine as a source to look for academic positions
and ways to continue interrupting (higher) education.

The team’s efforts have resulted in a fairly large number of listings, given the small size of the
country. At the moment of writing, 54 listings are open for the Netherlands, predominantly
submitted by individual PI’s. Of these, 44 are paid positions (created by PI’s) and 9 are
academic transfers or other unpaid support opportunities for students. 7 listings have already
been filled.

Unfortunately, none of the 14 Dutch universities have so far opened general tuition-free
academic transfer programs for students from Ukraine.There are six possibilities for limited
academic transfers at the moment of writing (e.g., attendance of 3–4 university courses for
free). These are Wageningen University’s WURth-while project, Utrecht University’s
Incluusion program and the IncLUsion programme of Leiden University. Both Radboud
University and University of Groningen have publicly stated that they will be able to accept
Ukrainian students on a one-to-to basis, yet no public selection criteria or centralised
application points were created. According to the information available to the Dutch team,
fewer than 5 students were admitted through academic transfer programs in Nijmegen and
Groningen. The Conservatorium of Amsterdam thus remains the only example of a
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centralised large-scale tuition-free academic transfer and professional (music) education
initiative in the Netherlands, which opened in May 2022.

In contrast to the limited number of academic transfer options, several established summer
school programs offer free enrollment for Ukrainian students. These include Summer
Schools at Utrecht University (200+ subjects), the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, as well as
selected summer schools at the University of Groningen. The Dutch team therefore also
focuses on maximisation of the number of summer school programs that Ukrainian students
are able to attend for free.

The Dutch #ScienceForUkraine team collaborates with De Jonge Akademie from the early
days of the war. This later transitioned into collaboration with the Dutch team of the Ukrainian
Global University (UGU), coordinated by the same group of people. Due to the challenging
process of academic transfers and new admissions to Dutch universities (was not simplified
for students from Ukraine), UGU actively assists students approaching #ScienceForUkraine
by facilitating their applications. As four members of the Dutch team speak Ukrainian and
Russian, they are also actively answering incoming support requests via
#ScienceForUkraine’s central support handling scheme.

m. Poland
The Polish team of #ScienceForUkraine is the largest and among the most active, given its
geographical proximity to the war and historical ties to both Ukraine and Russia. Overall the
team coordinated two main tasks: communication with researchers from Ukraine seeking
offers and opportunities in Poland, and outreach and dissemination of the
#ScienceForUkraine initiative via online channels as well as in the places.

The Polish Young Academy of the Polish Academy of Sciences (AMU PAN) was among the
most active organisations in the beginning of the war. The volunteers active in the Polish
#ScienceForUkraine team, coordinated initially by Anna Kłos and later by Mateusz
Kwaśnicki, recruited almost exclusively from AMU PAN, but also from the Institute of Literary
Research. Other team members are Maciej Maryl, Magdalena Wnuk, Marta Gmurek and
Ekaterina Kutafina.

Polish Young Academy cooperated with #ScienceForUkraine from the very beginning. For
example, after AMU PAN had to stop individual support on March 11th, Ukrainian academics
seeking help were redirected to #ScienceForUkraine. Ever since each Ukrainian academic,
contacting the Polish team, is offered individual support according to their needs, disciplinary
background and personal situation.

In April, the team reached out to other researchers and institutions in order to recruit new
volunteers for the initiative. The call gained a lot of attention and over 40 people answered.
At the moment, the team has 6 core members and ca. 10 people who engage in specific
tasks delegated by the core members or try to develop their own mentoring initiatives.

At the moment, the Polish #ScienceForUkraine team is collaborating with the Institute of
Literary Research, University of Warsaw and Kiev National Economic University on research
among Ukrainian scholars who left the country after 24th February. The team has collected
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157 offers from Polish universities and research institutions, all but 20 of which are still valid.
Most offers are by the University of Warsaw (22 listings).

Most of the general funding initiatives targeted at Ukrainian scholars and students are
organised by Polish state agencies, such as the National Sciences Centre (NCN, which
offers 50 fellowships lasting up to one year) and National Agency for Academic Exchange
(NAWA). Scholarships for Ukrainian students and scholars are also offered by academic
institutions such as the Polish Academy of Sciences or universities. These state agencies
offer funding for Polish academic institutions (such as coverage of costs related to accepting
Ukrainian students at university faculties during the summer semester) or funding for
collaborative research projects. Similar to France and Germany, the agency changed
conditions in ongoing research projects in response to the growing number of Ukrainian
scholars seeking opportunities in Polish academia.

The case of the fellowships of the Polish Academy of Sciences is a good example for the
current challenges: The Academy launched a three month fellowship programme for
Ukrainian researchers very early, but due to limited funds and a large number of applications
it closed after just one week. It was relaunched again in March, closed again, and later
reopened with the help of the US National Academy of Sciences. Therefore at the moment
the biggest challenge lies in prolonging the initial ad-hoc help programs.

The #ScienceForUkraine outreach activities focused on building relationships with the
institutions and funders. The team members presented the initiative's agenda and goals
during meetings and events organised by Polish Academy of Sciences, Conference of
Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland, Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange.
The team launched several mailing campaigns and Maciej Maryl was invited to one of the
podcasts regarding science matters to present the initiative. The Polish team is proud to
report that a very high number of support offers, namely 58, is targeted at students (some
were open for both). Unfortunately, none of the offers was specifically a remote option.

n. Portugal
From the very beginning of #ScienceForUkraine, several researchers from universities,
research centres and companies expressed a significant will to help their Ukrainian
colleagues affected by the war. Even before the setup of the website, individual researchers
from Portugal started to show their solidarity, via Twitter, by offering to host colleagues in
need in their labs and institutes, and afterwards, through the collection of offers in our
database.

#ScienceForUkraine in Portugal, led by Inês Figueira, has been mainly focusing on
disseminating information about the initiative among Portuguese academia and research
institutions, as well as, companies and stakeholders. To this end, the group launched three
e-mail and media campaigns to urge Portuguese universities and institutes to join this
initiative on their webpages and via #ScienceForUkraine database. Furthermore, the initiative
was promoted in national media – newspaper, national TV channels and radio broadcasts,
including Público (Lusa, 2022), RTP1, SIC Notícias, and Observador (Rebelo, 2022).

As of 26 May, the #ScienceforUkraine database included 64 active offers in Portugal (some
including more than one position), besides some that have already expired, and at least
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three that were successfully filled by Ukrainian researchers via #ScienceForUkraine. About
80% of the offers from Portugal in our database were suitable for either researchers or
students, with more than 75% comprising funded positions. Most of the offers are located in
the greater Lisbon area, especially within research institutes from the COLife alliance, though
several other support offers from research institutes, universities, companies and startups
from the North, Centre and South of the country have taken part.

Offers available in #ScienceForUkraine from Portugal vary from a wide range of disciplines.
Funding for these positions mainly came from awarded grants of independent labs, provided
mainly through European, international, and governmental funds. The government has not
set up science-specific funding programs to directly support Ukrainian researchers.

Some institutions offer infrastructure and other support for Ukrainian researchers as well.
Importantly, several universities and research institutes across the country have organised
support campaigns, collected donations, and organised solidarity events, the income of
which are delivered to Ukraine and Ukrainians.

As is often the case elsewhere too, Portuguese law regarding research and academic
positions does not allow any discrimination or privileged position in recruitment of Ukrainian
researchers to the detriment of others. Such difficulties also constrained the manifestation of
more and more regular offers from research institutes and universities, which struggled to
find the right legal framework to offer positions for Ukrainian scholars without violating
Portugal administrative regulations.

#ScienceForUkraine volunteer work in Portugal also includes communication via social
networks (being part of the #ScienceForUkraine Instagram team) with individual Ukrainian
students, PhDs and scholars, helping them to navigate on our website and to find the most
appropriate study and job options for their future.

o. Romania & Moldova
The #ScienceForUkraine team in Romania and Moldova – Maria Caraman, Cristina Rujan
and Nicoleta Spînu – has focused on reaching out to universities and research institutes in
order to disseminate information about the #ScienceForUkraine initiative and encourage
them to list their support offers on our platform.

The team was also able to distribute #ScienceForUkraine flyers in the main arrival points in
Bucharest (airport and main train station) as well as main refugee centres and border
crossings in Moldova. This became important because Romania and Moldova, as
neighbouring countries, have seen a high inflow of refugees.

Given their needs, it is therefore not surprising that the first support measures from
Romanian and Moldovan universities consisted in provision of accommodation in student
dormitories, psychological support, food, translation services, legal support and donations.
These support measures were available for all those affected by the war and not only the
Ukrainian scientific community. Within a week, the Romanian Ministry of Education decreed
that Ukrainian students can enrol at Romanian universities and continue their studies for two
academic years without paying tuition. All levels of higher education were targeted: bachelor,
master and doctoral studies.
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Because this support was centrally communicated, few universities opted to individually
advertise openings for doctoral positions using the #ScienceForUkraine platform, or even on
their website. Thus a lot of information is not readily available on the institutions’ websites. A
significant proportion of support offers listed on #ScienceForUkraine is very general and
requires individual contact with the institutions of interest. Thus the team reached out to
several universities in order to enquire about specific initiatives targeting Ukrainian scientists.

A number of engineering departments promptly reacted to highlight their ability to support not
only doctoral students but also Ukrainian academic staff depending on the field of research.
Support consisted in accommodation, possibility of teaching, access to labs and materials.
Notable reactions of solidarity with Ukrainian scholars came from Politehnica University of
Timișoara, West University of Timișoara, University Politehnica (Bucharest), University of
Bucharest, Babeș-Bolyai University (Cluj Napoca), Ștefan cel Mare University of Suceava,
Gheorghe Asachi Technical University of Iași. Additionally, few research organisations have
provided individual support measures for incoming students and / or academic staff: the
Romanian National Institute of Material Physics, National Institute for Laser, Plasma and
Radiation and the Centre for Innovation in Medicine.

There were also contacts with uni4ukraine. This is a platform to aggregate support measures
for all those fleeing Ukraine, but with a special focus on students and academics from
Ukraine. It was set up by a team of scholars and students from University of Bucharest.

p. Slovakia
The #ScienceForUkraine team in Slovakia, with one active member, Katarína Juríková, has
focused mostly on the communication with the Slovak universities and Slovak Academy of
Sciences (SAS). The SAS created a dedicated support scheme containing short-term
employment for scientists fleeing Ukraine in the first weeks of March, which was the most
prompt and concrete reaction towards Ukrainians.

The collaboration with SAS is very fruitful. SAS endorsed the activities of
#ScienceForUkraine and promoted its activities. But more importantly, the Slovak team
discussed the expansion of the support offered for fleeing Ukrainian scientists, established
partnership with #ScienceForUkraine and ensured the promotion of the #SfU activities. The
contact with the Slovak Liaison Office for Research and Development, Slovak Fulbright
Office, Slovak Fulbright Alumni Association and SAIA were the most useful for gaining
information about the possibilities for Ukrainian scientists in Slovakia, and spreading the
word about the initiative.

Although the first wave of support resulted in declarations of support from many Slovak
universities, the underfunded situation of Slovak scientific and educational institutions, as
well as relatively inflexible employment policies were probably the reasons preventing more
institutions from offering concrete support. Many universities offered extraordinary
scholarships and/or fee waivers for Ukrainian students and accommodation and
psychological help for the Ukrainian students, employees and their families in the first two
weeks of the war. Some universities, especially in the eastern part of the country, also offered
accommodation for refugees from Ukraine in general (non-academics). In sum, the support
of Slovak institutions is mostly geared toward current students and employees affected by
the war in Ukraine
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On May 19, the Slovak government announced an opening of a general support program,
funded by the Recovery and Resilience Plan for Europe, dedicated to the Ukrainian
academics (and to a lesser extent, also academics fleeing from Russia, Belarus and
Moldova) – from PhD students to independent group leaders – allocating 15 mil. EUR for the
funding scheme. An official applicant is the Slovak institution accepting the scholar, and the
support is planned for 48 months for doctoral students or up to 36 months for researchers.
We expect this general support program to stimulate new opportunities.

q. Spain

The #ScienceForUkraine team in Spain, coordinated by Albert Palou Vilar and Sergio Ponsá,
has focused its main efforts on three main lines of work: disseminating the initiative to
promote the maximum number of positions offered, collaborating as much as possible with
ongoing initiatives that really favour the access of Ukrainian researchers to the offers, and
implementing general communication actions in Spain. Irene Gutiérrez (also part of the
#ScienceForUkraine Instagram team), Galyna Ryabukha, Iryna Kohut, Claudia Peñaloza and
Joanna Sierpowska complete the rest of the team.

Although at some point the number has fluctuated (due to the opening and closing of some
already completed offers), approximately 120 positions for Ukrainian researchers have been
launched from Spain from 75 different institutions (including universities, research centres,
public research centres and other institutions related with scientific activity). Offers are mainly
addressed to postdocs and PhD students, but also master and bachelor students. There are
two noteworthy offers aimed at a large number of Ukrainian students, such as the one jointly
prepared by four universities in the region of Castilla y León (the universities of Burgos,
Salamanca, Valladolid and León) for 100 students. Another remarkable one is the
incorporation of 40 students at the University of Alicante.

With regard to dissemination activities specifically aimed at raising awareness of the initiative
among Ukrainian researchers, the Spanish team has taken advantage of the direct
involvement of Ukrainian staff to support these tasks at global level. In this sense, 64
Ukrainian universities in 14 different cities have been contacted directly, prioritising the areas
most affected by the conflict.

One of the challenges still to be completed is to identify the maximum number of Ukrainian
researchers arriving in Spain, in order to compare their experience so as to improve the
activity of the initiative itself. A first survey conducted by the coordinator among some of the
ukrainian researchers and students that requested for positions in Spain reveals that most of
them have known about the initiative thanks to a personal contact, and the vast majority
valued their participation as a decisive support to continue with their professional career at
this time. The survey also shows that the research profiles come from many different
backgrounds.

In terms of communication impact, the initiative has had an impact on most statewide media,
including television and print media. Up to 30 high-impact press appearances have been
recorded, including on Spanish public television, the main private television channels, and
even high-impact international media such as Euronews (Marlasca, 2022) and Science
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magazine (Stone, 2022). In all cases the strategic objective of the communication actions
has been to disseminate the initiative to reach the target audience (the scientific community
with options to offer positions to Ukrainian scientists), while raising awareness in society
about the need to maintain and preserve the ukrainian scientific potential in order to rebuild
Ukraine after the war.

The Spanish team has also focused part of its efforts on compiling information to make it
available to all the research centres and universities involved or interested in participating.
From the outset, the need was detected to respond to shared doubts about a situation that in
many cases did not have a clear answer. In any case, the establishment in Spain of many
protocols and resources specifically aimed at Ukrainian citizens made things easier in this
regard.

Several attempts have also been made to contact all Spanish government ministries directly
or indirectly related to science, social services or, strictly speaking, science and innovation
with requests for urgent information, or simply to make them aware of the initiative. The
same activity has been carried out with the governments of various autonomous
communities. After that, some regional governments were actively involved in spreading the
initiative among universities and other institutions or administration bodies. At national level,
some official answers were received, in order to notice that they were moving in the same
direction.

At the level of Spanish public administration, the most remarkable action that has been
carried out in relation to the generation of opportunities for Ukrainian researchers is the
Scientific Cooperation Programme with Ukraine 2022 (EFE, 2022). The aim of this
programme is to enable the participation of the Ukrainian scientific community in research
projects developed by research centres of the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC).
This call planned to award a maximum of 30 grants for research projects, the funding of
which is intended to cover the recruitment of Ukrainian PhDs through the CSIC Job Bank, for
a minimum period of 3 months and a maximum of 2 years. 15 CSIC centres took advantage
of the possibility to use the #ScienceForUkraine platform to offer those positions.

r. Sweden
In the beginning, the Swedish team’ efforts were dedicated to helping students looking for
assistance. Ukrainian students arriving in Sweden face the usual procedures of admission,
while Swedish universities charge quite high study fees. Thus the team dealt with many
individual support requests. Eventually the Swedish point of contact was merged with the
other Nordic and Baltic countries.

Under the lead of Håkan Lane, the team undertook a systematic call for support among the
country’s universities and national authorities. Some media outlets related to research and
development, and the funding bodies were also contacted.

While support for student transfers has been quite limited overall, funding for scientists has
been provided on a larger scale. The national research foundations has been a driver of
allocating dedicated funding targeted for researchers from Ukraine, led by the Swedish
Foundation of Strategic Research (3M Euro) and the Knowledge Foundation (5M Euro). Most
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of the announced research positions were offered as a host institution for an application to
these national programs, but there have been a few other direct university-funded offers as
well.

s. Switzerland
The #ScienceForUkraine Switzerland team consists of two members, Johannes Knörzer and
Maksym Andriushchenko who joined #ScienceForUkraine within first weeks after it was
founded. The team has been in touch with the Swiss organisations and universities which
helped to disseminate information about the initiative, and provide support measures for
Ukrainian students and scientists. The team also made sure that relevant support offers from
Swiss institutions are added in the #ScienceForUkraine database. Moreover, coordinators
also advised individual scholars coming from Ukraine about the current opportunities in
Switzerland.

In the very first weeks after the invasion, #ScienceForUkraine became a well-recognized
grassroot initiative in Switzerland. Several Swiss professors started collecting help offers for
Ukrainian researchers with the #ScienceForUkraine hashtag as early as in the first week
after the invasion. Soon, all these offers have been added to our centralised database which
contains more than 100 open offers from Swiss institutions as of the end of May. Almost all
major universities in Switzerland have added help offers (mostly, for researchers or senior
students) to the #ScienceForUkraine database.

Many offers are coming from the Swiss federal universities (ETH Zurich and EPFL
Lausanne), but other major universities also have a substantial contribution. Besides
universities, other institutions like research organisations, institutes, companies, and
museums have also contributed with help offers. Remote opportunities, however, remain
infrequent and research groups prefer to have in-person collaborations. SwissUniversities
has also been helpful with collecting useful information for Ukrainian scholars.

Additionally, #ScienceForUkraine volunteers became important points of contact for a variety
of issues related to the consequences of the invasion: from Ukrainian scholars (help with
information, the legal side of staying in Switzerland, etc), Swiss-based professors (permits,
logistics, integration of the newly arrived Ukrainian scholars, etc), and also for the local
press. A notable example of the latter is an interview of Neue Zürcher Zeitung (Amrein, 2022)
with the #ScienceForUkraine Switzerland group, which helped to spread the word about the
needs of Ukrainian (and Russian) scholars.

Also noteworthy is the University of Bern's initiative to give additional visibility to the Swiss
academic community's support for Ukraine by introducing a dedicated hashtag
#SwissScienceForUkraine, which is also used in #ScienceForUkraine communication
reporting on Switzerland’s activities, and by actively curating an information thread on Twitter
since March 16, 2022.

t. United Kingdom
The UK team at Science For Ukraine is a group of 13 members from Universities of Stirling
(Anna Bobak, Arran Reader, Peter Hancock), Liverpool (Igor Potapov), Glasgow (Joanna
Wincenciak), Strathclyde (Susan Spesyvtseva), Bristol (Anya Skatova, Valentina Mosienko),
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Edinburgh (Maria Eichel-Vogel, Alexander Morozov, Isabelle Darmon) and Aberdeen (David
G. Anderson, Karin Friedrich). It is coordinated by Anya Skatova. The main goal is to
coordinate activities to support fleeing Ukrainian scientists and students who come to the UK
and inform colleagues across the UK how they can help. Three members of our group have
recently authored a very important summary on how UK academics can help Ukranian
researchers and students, published in The Higher Education Magazine (Bobak et al., 2022).
There are several other groups in the UK who also aim to help Ukranians in the UK and the
team works to coordinate with them as much as possible (e.g., Ukraine Hub UK).

Since the UK is not a part of the EU anymore, there are a lot of differences to the rest of
Europe in respect to opportunities in the UK and UK higher education. There is no
opportunity at the moment for Ukranians to apply for a refugee or/and asylum seeking status
and in order to enter the country Ukranians require a visa. However, from mid March 2022
Ukranians can apply for a so called “Homes for Ukraine” visa which now provides a lot more
opportunities for Ukranians in the UK. For example, this visa grants a work permit for 3 years,
access to higher education on home fees status, access to student finance and other social
benefits. Visa circumstances have an impact on the schemes that UK universities can offer.
The team closely monitors all opportunities provided in UK universities. There is only one
national scheme which is demonstrated by the British Academy.

The team’s main achievement over the last three months is setting up a mentoring scheme
for Ukranian researchers who come to the UK. It was founded on the 7th of April 2022 by
Anna Bobak and Valentina Mosienko. The scheme is aimed at Ukrainian academic staff with
at least an MSc/MA qualification (or equivalent) and who had at least 3 months of experience
in an academic or industry research post. The main goal of the scheme is to provide
individualised mentoring support to academics to navigate through UK academia. The
scheme covers but is not limited to career planning, CVs and applications, academic writing,
securing research funding and professional behaviour.

Altogether 35 mentees applied – 28 Ukrainian academics were successfully matched with a
mentor, with 8 researchers being mentored for longer than 4 weeks. 5 mentees withdrew
from mentoring because of various personal reasons or when no further support was
required. Matched mentees are from the following areas: Economics (7), Humanities –
Literature and Music (6), Medicine and Medical Sciences (6), Pedagogy (5), Engineering (2),
Law (1), Psychology (1). According to the received feedback, mentees are happy with the
support they receive from their mentors.

Currently there are 122 mentors registered on the scheme. The mentors are mostly from
Economics (50), Medicine and Medical Sciences (20) and Psychology (13), but all disciplines
are represented. Call for mentors was distributed based on the area of research and level of
seniority of an applied mentee – until now the programme has not been advertised widely
and mentors were found through personal contacts.

The scheme ran so far as a pilot and matching has been done manually by the coordinators.
However, we secured in kind support from a commercial partner PushFar. The UK academic
mentoring programme will be relocated to the PushFar platform within the next few weeks.
The PushFar platform will allow us to upscale the scheme and automate the matching
process, gathering feedback and alerting coordinators of any issues. The goal is to advertise
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the programme widely to reach out to mentors from various disciplines and career stages to
create a comprehensive database and to mentees who are currently in Ukraine, thinking of
coming to or already in the UK. We will advertise the programme through funders,
universities, social media and various media outlets.

u. United States of America
Since joining #ScienceForUkraine in March 2022, the United States (U.S.) team, led by Megi
Maci, first worked to establish a program at one of the top research hospitals in the country –
Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH), with the assistance of the Senior Vice President for
Research, Dr. Harry Orf, PhD, and MGH’s Human Resources team. The U.S. team then
established a #ScienceForUkraine program at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital (BWH).
Now, the team is working with colleges, universities, and several hospitals in the greater
Boston area to establish #ScienceForUkraine and broaden their outreach and impact.

Due to the size of the country, the growing U.S. team has split up responsibility to dedicated
regions: Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, and West. Volunteers assigned to each
geographical region are responsible for reaching out to academic institutions and
organisations in their respective regions and provide updates on their progress.
#ScienceForUkraine has been gaining more traction and visibility in the U.S. over the past
few weeks, so the volunteer pool, including individuals with MDs, PhDs, or both, is growing,
thus broadening our networking outreach.

The U.S. team closely collaborates with the Canadian team due to practical reasons, and
because of the experience it has gained since the end of February. Therefore, the team is
now investigating support opportunities for Ukrainian students through the country’s main
national funding agencies – the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the National Science
Foundation (NSF). With the help of Dr. Veronika Romero, MD, PhD, there are also
discussions regarding remote work opportunities and the potential establishment of an
international mentorship program for displaced Ukrainian scholars.
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IV Summary and Outlook
In the three months between 26 February and 31 May, #ScienceForUkraine has grown from
a small Twitter-based initiative to an international network of volunteer researchers and
students active in 32 countries. Working with the aim of bringing together offers of support for
Ukrainian scientists and students to make them easier to find, the #ScienceForUkraine
volunteer team has been closely following the development of international support initiatives
since the start of the war in Ukraine. Likewise, through daily communication with Ukrainian
researchers, students, and various organisations we keep up to date with the current
situation of the Ukrainian academic community.

This has put #ScienceForUkraine in the position of an important mediator in the international
system to help the Ukrainian scientific community. We mediate information about help offers
from the Western academic scene and transmit them to where they are needed: among
Ukrainian scholars and students. Although hard to prove, we claim that a certain part of help
offers are due to our lobbying activities and ongoing consulting among institutions.

While in the beginning the focus was on pooling information, we are now more engaged in
the reverse process. Given our close contacts with the Ukrainian academic society and its
various stakeholders, we pool information about the most pressing needs of Ukrainian
scholars, especially those remaining in the country. We were among the first to point to the
urgent need for remote positions.

Over time we have engaged more with policy-makers at international, national and
sub-national levels. We want to continue this fruitful engagement and offer our expertise.
This includes expert knowledge on the Ukrainian universities and research centres (e.g.,
their focus and strengths) which could facilitate direct partnerships with institutions
elsewhere. It also includes our expert knowledge on advantages and best-practices of the
various support programmes and measures with regards to help for the Ukrainian academic
community.

Unfortunately, Russia’s shameful aggression does not end tomorrow, but one day it will. As
the international scientific community, it is our responsibility to protect our colleagues in
Ukraine (but also Belarus and Russia), and to guarantee that after the war, the Ukrainian
scientific system can continue to thrive. #ScienceForUkraine is ready to do what is needed.

Slava Ukraini! Слава Україні!
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